
1 

Volume 20    Issue 1 January 10, 2015 

By JAY MCLENDON 

 

     Holy Cross will soon be visited by a large green 
ogre and numerous characters from children’s 
books.  “Shrek the Musical”, a fairytale adventure, 
comes to the parish Jan. 29-31 and Feb. 5-7. 
     This is a very ambitious musical due to the large 
number of cast members and the many others who 
work behind the scenes to make a performance like 
this happen. This show has numerous costumes 
and elaborate sets. As they often say about these 
performances, “It’s a Miracle”. 
     The story is of Shrek goes like this:  Shrek, a 
large green ogre is living alone in a swamp in the 
kingdom of Duloc until evil Lord Farquaad banish-
es a number of story-book characters like the Three 
Little Pigs, Sugar Plum Fairy, Wicked Witch, and 
others into the swamp. Shrek does not like them 
invading his swamp and asks the wannabe king to 
remove them.  A donkey who supplies some humor 
accompanies Shrek. In return for fulfilling Far-
quaad’s request, he sends Shrek to rescue Princess 
Fiona from a castle so that Farquaad can marry her.  
After the princess is rescued, she and Shrek become 
interested in each other. Shrek and Lord Farquaad 
do not know that she is really a female ogre at 
night. Shrek returns Princess Fiona to Lord  
Farquaad, who plans a royal wedding, while Shrek 
returns to the swamp.  Shrek has a change of heart 
and returns to stop the wedding. What happens 
next is very dramatic, but you will have to see the 

play to know how it ends.  You will find several 
moral lessons in the play. 
     The Holy Cross Theatre Ministry began as a St. 
Patrick’s Day event with a pot-luck dinner, skits 
and local entertainment. This changed in 1984 
when the goal changed to raise money to help the 
poor and needy “street people” and became known 
as the “Street People’s Show”.  The format changed 
in 1993 to Broadway style productions; this is the 
32nd production.   
     The profits from the show go to the Holy Cross 
food ministry, Friends of St. Martin de Porres. 
     Ticket sales start in January in the gathering  
after all Masses. For questions about participating 
or becoming a sponsor, contact Gail Goodman at 
Holy Cross via her e-mail, good-
man@holycrossatlanta.org. 
     Hope to see you soon in the kingdom of Duloc! 
 

Theatre Ministry Brings 

Adventure, Orgres to HC 
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By PAUL DULION 
 
     Since the first Trivia night over a year ago, the 
fourth degree members of the Knights of Columbus 
Assembly #172 have sponsored a trivia night every 
three months, and participation has been steadily 
growing.  On the first trivia night there were about 
20 participants.  At the last trivia night there were 
almost 60 players.  
      For the February trivia night the Knights are 
offering a Mardi Gras-themed program.  There are 
plans to have dinner available at a reasonable fee.  
The menu is not quite set at this time, but it will be 
typical New Orleans style. Steve Liuzza, the chef for 
the evening, mentioned Jambalaya and King Cake, 
and he may consider other dishes.  There will be 
door prizes and decorations, maybe even a mask or 
two and some beads. 
     The evening starts at 7:00 p.m. on Tuesday, Feb. 
9 in the parish hall. The cost is $10.00 per person 
or $75.00 for a table of eight, plus your dinner or 
refreshments. If you don't want dinner, you can just 
come and play. Eighty percent of the proceeds will 
go to aid injured veterans and their families 
through programs like Fisher House, Wounded 
Warrior, Frontline and others.  
     Come on out and join an evening of fellowship 
and brain-teasing trivia. What large body of water 
lies near the city that held the first organized  
Mardi Gras celebration in what was to become the 
United States?  No Googling, please! Why is  

Tuesday FAT? Isn't it the same size as Wednesday? 
You get the idea. The night will be fun and  
informative. This is a family affair, so bring your 
older children. They  may know more trivia than 
you think. 
     To purchase tickets before the event contact 
Phillip Stevens at 770-865-7547.   
     Look for further details in the Sunday bulletin, 
and for this special evening don't forget to bone up 
on your P's and Krewes.  
 

Mardi Gras Trivia Night  
For Food, Fellowship, Fun 
 

 

Is The Holy Spirit Calling You? 
 

Christ Renews His Parish  

Women’s Weekend Feb. 6-7  
 

Renewal 

Enter a quiet and prayerful atmosphere focused 

on reconnecting with the Lord. 
 

Community 

Form deep and lasting relationships to provide an 

uplifting Christian community and loving family 

- a brotherhood and sisterhood in Christ. 
 

Spiritual Growth 

Whether you are deeply rooted in your faith or 

merely beginning your walk with the Lord, 

Christ Renews His Parish is a journey of spiritual 

growth. 
 

Cost for the entire weekend is only $25. 
 

For more information go to http://

holycrossatlanta.org/blog/crhp/ 

  

To easily register online, please go to http://

goo.gl/forms/FzZArf7Xlp 

  

Terri O’Leary 404-731-4349 / toleary@coca-

cola.com  

Therese Garrett 678-984-8083 / theresegar-

rett@comcast.net 
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By DORIS BUCHER 
      
     Volunteers for the Holy Cross Society of St.  
Vincent de Paul love what they do.  The society 
needs more volunteers, and what is so satisfying for 
these people might also be wonderful for you. 
     One man told me that he grew up in a poor 
neighborhood himself, but felt he had great  
advantages in having had enough food, clean 
clothes, shelter and loving parents.  His own story 
is a version of the American Dream come true with 
a huge break in his educational future that came 
about when a teacher urged him to take a test for 
an outstanding technical high school.  One of two 
in his class to pass the entrance exams, he got the 
high school and college education he needed to  
become an engineer.  To this day you can see that 
he is thrilled by the change in his fortunes.  But he 
doesn’t forget.  He said, “I had help.”  Now he does 
all in his power through the St. Vincent de Paul  
Society to bring help to those who are in desperate 
circumstances.  Some in our community are facing 
eviction because of a medical crisis or a job loss. 
Some are facing a cold winter with no means to pay 
the electric bill or gas bill or both.  Some need  
medicine or their children do. 
     This man believes that all volunteers should 
have the experience of going on home visits, even  
if most or all their work later is in data entry or  
accounting or taking incoming phone requests.  
Home visits are always undertaken in pairs.  
There’s the advantage of the camaraderie and an 
advantage for the client: two people have different 
ways of saying things and of seeing the situation.  
The point of the home visits is to get the “flavor”  
of the situation and to make certain the help is  
actually needed.  The money comes from Holy 
Cross parishioners and it’s a part of the work to be 
certain it’s used well.  The volunteers of St. Vincent 
de Paul receive no payment for their work unlike 
many charities that give huge percentages of their 
funds to administrative staff.  Another protection 
for the right use of the money is that checks are 
never made out to the people, but to the businesses 
the people need to pay. 

      
          
     Another gratifying part of the work is guiding 
people to other resources for help by letting them 
know, for instance, about the availability of food 
through Friends of St. Martin de Porres, job  
training at the Conference Support Center, or 
where to look for medical needs.  
     A woman told me that her work with St. Vincent 
de Paul has changed her whole life. “Some days are 
so rainy and dreary that I can feel like Eeyore, but 
when I’m able to assist people – like those people 
you see when you get off the highway – it puts my 
whole life in perspective.  I appreciate my wonder-
ful family and instead of seeing what I don’t have, I 
see what I do have.” 
     The Holy Cross Society of St. Vincent de Paul 
works for all in need in this district, but does give 
priority to Holy Cross parishioners.  They’ve been 
preventing one to two evictions a week and as 
many power shutdowns.   
     To volunteer call the Holy Cross office, 770-939-
3501 and leave your name and contact information.  
Know someone who needs help?  Give them the 
intake number: 770-576-4081. 
      

Volunteers Give Back, Find 
Gratitude through Service 

 

St. Vincent de Paul 
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By KELLY GEORGE 
   
     Even though Christmas is over, the gifts from  
the Holy Cross Giving Tree keep on giving. The  
efforts by parishioners throughout the month of  
Advent most certainly did not go unnoticed.  
     Generous Holy Cross parishioners selected tags 
from the Giving Tree and went shopping with the 
true meaning of Christmas in their hearts. They 
bought hundreds of new toys, books, clothes and 
gift cards for those in need. Because of such gener-
osity, Holy Cross was able to give 388 people pre-
sents this year. And not just one present for each 
person, but everyone got at least two to four gifts. 
One Holy Cross family even bought a computer for 
a family and a tablet for another child. The gifts 
went to help about 64 families, and then another 
159 children and six expectant moms from the  
Burmese community. 
     In addition to gifts, the Giving Tree ministry also 
collected sweatshirts and gloves for the Friends of 
St. Martin de Porres men’s shelter project and baby 
items for layettes for local pregnancy aid clinics.  

     Lesley McGee, who heads up the minis-
try, said this year there was a great need for 
the Giving Tree. “We had a lot more fami-
lies this year who reached out for help with 
gifts compared to the last several years.”  
     In addition to helping families outside of 
the Holy Cross parish, McGee said this year 
they really tried to help more families with-
in our own parish.  
     “We also provided many gift cards to 
some of our homebound parishioners. And 
we also assisted several refugee families,” 
said McGee. “We had a couple at church 
generously donate about $500 worth of gift 
cards, which was greatly appreciated!” 
     While the McGee family and more than 
50 other volunteers spent hours organiz-
ing, coordinating and distributing the gifts, 
McGee said through her participation she 
felt like she was the one who was really  
receiving a gift – a humbling gift that will 

stay with her all year.  
     “For our family it’s a time to think about others 
during this season of waiting and preparing for the 
coming of our Lord. We enjoy the time together 
preparing the tags, helping to sort and deliver to 
families. It’s a blessed and humbling experience as 
many of these families are living with great hard-
ships,” she said.  
     The Giving Tree has been a way for parishioners 
to participate in a ministry and also become closer 
with their parish.  
     “Each year and this is no exception, I am amazed 
at the generosity of our parish especially during this 
Advent season,” said McGee. “When I look at the 
mountain of gifts in the church, I’m so grateful for 
our parish community for taking tags, purchasing 
gifts and for helping with sorting and delivering. 
We really have an awesome parish who always 
steps up to the plate!”   
 
 
 
 

Parish Gives Generously  
Through Giving Tree 

 

Lesley McGee (right), Giving Tree coordinator, and  
volunteer Clara Farnsworth (left) sort and wrap gifts on 
Dec. 21 for distribution to families.  Photo by Pam Dorsett. 



5 

 

 

      

 

 

 

 

 

Volunteers Prepare Gifts for  
Distribution to Recipients 
      Holy Cross parishioners contributed Christ-

mas gifts for almost 400 people this year through 
the Giving Tree. Beneficiaries included members 
of the parish and community, homeless men and 
local pregnancy aid clinics.   
     On Dec. 21, more than 50 volunteers of differ-
ent ages gathered to sort the mountain of gifts 
collected at the baptismal font. 

Parishioners donated a mountain of Christmas 
gifts.  Photo by Lesley McGee. 

 

The morning of Dec. 21, volunteers of all ages 
sorted the donated gifts and some helped wrap.  
More volunteers arrived in the afternoon to  
distribute gifts. Photo by Pam Dorsett. 

 

Volunteers used the information on the tags to 
sort the gifts into groups for distribution.  Photos 
by Pam Dorsett. 

 

 

Volunteers gathered gifts for expectant mothers of 
the Burmese community.  Photo by Pam Dorsett. 

Thank you, parishioners, 
for your kindness and  
generosity. 
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By MOREEN REBEIRA-LEISEN 
 
     Over 80 women attended the Holy Cross  
Women’s Advent Reflection on Dec. 6. This was  
the 11th year the women’s club organized the  
event. The women met in the parish hall, where  
tables were lovingly decorated and delicious  
food provided. The women gathered to enjoy warm 
fellowship and reflect during this Advent season. 
    The co-president of the women’s club, Martha 
Murphy said, “I have been at Holy Cross for 38 
years and there were so many women at the reflec-
tion that I did not know, which tells you how large a 
parish Holy Cross has become…. We strive to offer 
spirituality and fellowship at our reflection. Sup-
porting two families at Christmas through St. Vin-
cent de Paul is just one of the many charities we try 
to help throughout the year.” 
    Fr. Gary Johnson started the evening by talking 
about contemplation and closeness to God. He 
talked about prayer and how you should not take it 
for granted, but be aware of your own weakness and 
unworthiness when you pray.  He summed up the 
importance of prayer by quoting from John Chap-
man: “The only way to pray is to pray, and the way 
to pray well is to pray much. If one has no time for 
this, then one must at least pray regularly. But the 
less one prays, the worse it goes.” He concluded 
with a beautiful poem from Jessica Powers titled 
“Look at the Chickadee”. 
    The evening ended with drawing for door prizes 
and the announcement of the Holy Cross woman of 
the year. This year, Eileen Anandappa was honored 
for her hard work and the countless number of 
hours she contributed to the Eucharistic Ministry 
and the other ministries she serves. 

Women Gather in Fellowship;  
Reflect on Prayer, Closeness to God 

Look at the Chickadee 
 

I take my lesson from the chickadee 
who in the storm 
receives a special fire to keep him warm, 
who in the dearth of a December day 
can make the seed of a dead weed his stay, 
so simple and so small, 
and yet the hardiest hunter of them all. 
The world is winter now and I who go 
loving no venture half so much as snow, 
in this white blinding desert have been sent 
a most concise and charming argument. 
To those who seek to flout austerity, 
who have a doubt of God’s solicitude 
for even the most trivial of His brood, 
to those whose minds are chilled with misery 
I have this brief audacious word to say: 
look at the chickadee, 
that small perennial singer of the earth, 
who makes the week of a December day 
the pivot of his mirth. 
 

~Jessica Powers 

 

 Women of 
the parish 
enjoyed 
fellowship at 
the Advent  
reflection.  
Photo by  
Moreen  
Rebeira-
Leisen. 

Women’s Club co-president Martha Murphy (left) 
welcomed Fr. Gary Johnson, our parochial vicar 
(right), as speaker for the 11th annual Women’s  
Advent Reflection. Photo by Moreen Rebeira-Leisen. 
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By LOU ERBS 
 
     While walking to church one Sunday morning,  
I was listening to the newly installed bells, which 
reminded me of an article I wrote some years ago 
about church bells.   
     There we were, three generations engaging in 
one of the rituals of our annual visit to the beach. 
From a fishing dock on the edge of the Folly River, 
we lowered our crab baskets over and over with  
better than average success. The bucket on the dock 
was alive with freshly caught crab.  The younger 
grandkids would scream with delight each time an-
other unsuspecting crustacean would cling to the 
smelly chicken neck bait. 
     Not quite a block from this site, there stands a 
small mission church, Our Lady of Good Counsel.  
It is certainly a convenience for the Catholic beach 
bums calling all to attend a weekend Eucharist.   
On one of the days at noon the church bell began to 
ring. What could be going on? A 12 o’clock Mass in 
the middle of the week?  Well, not quite, I had to 
explain.  The bells are ringing the Angelus.   
     In the tradition of the Church, there is a beautiful 
recall of the nativity of Our Lord which takes place 
each day at 6 a.m., noon, and 6 p.m.  We honor the 
Blessed Virgin Mary with a prayer:  The angel of the 
Lord declared unto Mary, and she conceived by the 
Holy Ghost. Hail Mary...  Behold the handmaid of 
the Lord.  Be it done unto me according to Thy 
word.  Hail Mary...  And the Word was made flesh, 
and dwelt among us.  Hail Mary... 
     Throughout my days in the primary grades of my 
parochial school, the ringing of the church bell and 
the recitation of the Angelus at noon signaled time 
for us to be on our way home for lunch. How could I 
fail to recognize and recall the signal? 
     Back then, churches were in walking distance of 
each other, and virtually every church had a bell 
tower. Church bells effectively parsed our Catholic 
experience.  They were rung 15 minutes before 
Mass time and evening devotions. They rang out 
with joy introducing a newly married couple as they 
left their wedding Mass. They also tolled in farewell 
as a parishioner was carried to his/her grave.  By 
the way the bells were rung, you knew if you were 
going to attend a “low Mass” or a “high Mass”.  

Some bell towers had a built-in clock that chimed 
the hour and the half-hour, 24/7. This was before 
everyone wore a wrist watch or had a digital timer 
within constant sight. While the church bell served 
a very practical purpose, it also was a very effective 
way to remind the faithful of the presence of the 
place that anchored their Catholic way of life. 
     If you travel the countries of Europe, and even 
the cities in this country, you will hear church bells, 
and most likely, the noon time Angelus.  When in 
Rome, the massive bells of  St. Peter’s always ring 
out the noon time prayer, and on Sundays the pope 
will frequently utilize the occasion to not only recite 
the prayer with the faithful assembled, but will add 
a short address to the visitors in St. Peter’s Square. 
Closer to home, you’ll hear the noon time bells  
ringing at the downtown Shrine of the Immaculate 
Conception.  Joining the Shrine, the bells at the 
monastery in Conyers also observe the noon time 
prayer.  I feel confident that there are other places 
in Atlanta where this observance takes place. 
     A French artist, Jean-Francois Millet (1814-1875) 
has a painting titled, “The Angelus”, which depicts  
a peasant man and wife working in the field, the 
man bare-headed, holding his hat and the wife with 
head bowed.  Far in the distance is a church steeple.  
The painting conveys the reverence for this simple 
prayer honoring the most holy Virgin Mary. 

The Way It Was 
 

 

Listening to the Bells 
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Reaching Out staff:  Doris Bucher, Pam Dorsett, Paul Dulion, Kelly George, Jay McLendon, Edith Leisen and  
Moreen Rebeira-Leisen. The staff welcomes your comments and contributions.  To contact the editor, e-mail 
pgdorsett@aol.com.  

 
 
 
 
 

Resolve to Behave Mercifully,  
Ask for God’s Mercy in New Year 
By PAM DORSETT      
 
     With the start of a new year, many of us resolve to become better or 
healthier versions of ourselves by changing our behaviors.  These changes 
often entail learning and performing behaviors we value and eliminating 
unhealthy or undesirable ones.  What if among our resolutions for this year 
we commit to behaving more mercifully toward others and asking for God’s 
mercy more often?   
     Pope Francis announced, on April 11, 2015 before First Vespers of the 
Vigil of Divine Mercy Sunday, an Extraordinary Jubilee focused on the  
mercy of God.  He said, “I am confident that the whole Church, which is in 
such need of mercy for we are sinners, will be able to find in this Jubilee 
the joy of rediscovering and rendering fruitful God’s mercy, with which we 
are all called to give comfort to every man and every woman of our time.  
Do not forget that God forgives all, and God forgives always. Let us never 
tire of asking forgiveness.”       
     “Merciful Like the Father” is the motto Pope Francis chose. 
     If we want to acquire new habits, we define the behaviors and make them measureable.  We keep 
track of how often we do them.  We announce our resolutions to one or more persons to make ourselves 
accountable. If we need extra motivation to do the work necessary to change, we can set up contingen-
cies to reward ourselves when we do the new behavior. We can team up with someone and encourage 
each other. We practice behaviors until they occur frequently and consistently. 
     The Holy Year of Mercy began Dec. 8 and continues until Nov. 20, 2016.  This gives us several 
months to practice and learn the Corporal and Spiritual Works of Mercy, if these behaviors are not  
already habits for us.  Plus, because Pope Francis really wants us to practice these behaviors, he said 
that we will obtain the Jubilee Indulgence every time we perform one or more of the acts of mercy.  
That’s a contingency that will motivate many of us sinners. Besides, when we do good works, we feel 
good. Conveniently, the Corporal Works of Mercy are already well defined for us, and we can easily  
keep track of how often we perform them.  For greater clarification of the Spiritual Works of Mercy and 
additional ways to practice mercy and to ask for mercy from God during the Jubilee, see http://
wwwmigrate.usccb.org/beliefs-and-teachings/how-we-teach/new-evangelization/jubilee-of-mercy/  
For more information about the Jubilee of Mercy see http://www.im.va/content/gdm/en.html 

 
     

 
The Corporal Works of Mercy  
 

Feed the hungry 
Give drink to the thirsty 
Clothe the naked 
Shelter the homeless 
Visit the sick 
Visit the imprisoned 
Bury the dead 

The Spiritual Works of Mercy 
 

Admonish the sinner 
Instruct the ignorant  
Counsel the doubtful 
Comfort the sorrowful 
Bear wrongs patiently 
Forgive all injuries 
Pray for the living and the dead 

 


