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By PAUL DULION 
 
     The funeral luncheon ministry has 
been busy.  In the last two years they 
hosted 20 luncheons that fed approxi-
mately 2550 people.  This is an astonish-
ing number, and if you have ever attended 
a funeral luncheon, you may wonder how 
this can be accomplished with so few  
people.  
     The process starts when Leslie Carney 
is notified of an upcoming funeral.  Penny 
Lampe, sacramental secretary/sacristan, 
calls Carney after she has talked to the 
family of the deceased and scheduled the 
funeral and outlined the service, includ-
ing readers or speakers and music.  If a luncheon is to be 
served, Lampe estimates the number of attendees.  Car-
ney then contacts the four team leaders.  The teams are 
assigned a dish: meat/casserole, salad, vegetable or des-
sert.  The assigned dish is rotated between teams so no 
team prepares the same course every luncheon.  
     The team leaders then call people on their  
volunteer list until the required number of dishes  
is covered. Each volunteer is asked to prepare a dish that 
will serve 10-12 people.  The leaders rotate through their 
list from meal to meal so that everyone can serve but no 
one is overworked.  
     This ministry could not function without the generosi-
ty and dedication of the volunteers.  Every team leader I 
talked to emphasized the need for more volunteers. An-
other 15 or so volunteers for each team would just about 
cut the work load in half. Participation in the ministry is 
easy and the schedule is flexible.  The ministry provides 
participants with an opportunity to make a difference for 
fellow parishioners at a difficult time; they can provide 
comfort and care to others.   
     Carol Bedard, a team leader, said, "The luncheons 
have such a great impact on the family and friends of the 
deceased, that I think some of the guests may consider 
coming to Holy Cross." 

     I spoke with several members of the parish staff who 
said that the ministry provides a nice lunch and time for 
the family of the deceased to visit and share with the  
other guests. Most impressively they provide this with 
respect and honor. 
     Team leader Lynn King said, "It is rewarding and I am 
happy to be in the ministry. The luncheon allows the 
family to be with each other and friends, and this can 
ease the pain for a while." 
     Doris Hall, also a team leader, said, "The ministry  
offers so much to so many people, but I wonder if the 
younger generations, unless they have experienced a 
death in the family, are even aware of the luncheon min-
istry. It's from these generations  that the funeral lunch-
eon ministry will attract new members."  
     Three years ago, Reaching Out published an  
article about the funeral ministry.  Leslie Carney's state-
ment about the ministry then rings true today: "When 
my Mom died, we were comforted with food and  
gracious hospitality. It's a gift of love to receive and an 
easy gift to give."   
     For information about how you can get involved in 
this caring group, please contact Leslie Carney at 770-
908-9046 or e-mail her at Carnestew@aol.com. 
     

Ministry Gives Comfort to Bereaved 
 

The funeral luncheon ministry is comprised of teams of volunteers, 
such as, left to right, Suzy Miller, Delores Hall, Lorraine Steele, Ruth 
McCullough, Virginia Bailey and Lynn King.  Photo by Paul Dulion. 
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By MOREEN REBEIRA-LEISEN 
 
      On a warm Saturday evening in February, more than 
90 Christ Renews His Parish or CRHP parishioners and 
their families gathered in the parish hall to enjoy fellow-
ship and a potluck. Kids played in the courtyard, rolling 
in the grass and having fun as the adults met with other 
CRHP participants and shared their experiences.  
     From the parishioners who have attended the retreat, 
some felt that they were called to other ministries as a 
result of their experiences with CRHP. Many experi-
enced their first discussions about Scripture during 
CRHP meetings, while others came to recognize the Holy 
Spirit in their lives. Some said they began to truly under-
stand the meaning of the real presence of Jesus in the 
Eucharist.  
     Marie Mathieu from CHRP 6 became the spiritual  
co-director for the upcoming CHRP and plans to start  
a small prayer group. Two other CRHP participants,  
Consuelo Godden and Dianna Scherer, re-started  
Stephen Ministry at the parish and now actively run this 
ministry.  Others have continued as small faith groups 
participating in bible studies or other adult faith for-
mation programs, and contributed to other ministries at 
Holy Cross such as Women's Club, Knights of Columbus 
and RCIA. 
     Donna Brisse, who attended CRHP, said, "It has been 
wonderful to grow close to such a beautiful, spiritual 

group of women and to share their stories. I feel so much 
more a part of Holy Cross now.”  
     Linda Smith and Caroline Camick, who started the 
CRHP program at Holy Cross, believe that community is 
a very important part of the Christian faith experience. 
CRHP focuses on both the spirituality of the individuals 
and how that spirituality can grow within and affect the 
community.  
     The story behind CRHP is unique and was inspired by 
a quote from the Bible: “Every day they devoted them-
selves to meeting together in the temple and to breaking 
bread in their homes. They ate their meals with exulta-
tion and sincerity of heart, praising God and enjoying 
fav.or with all the people. And every day the Lord added 
to their number those who were being saved (Acts 2:46-
47)." This was the wish of Caroline Camick and Linda 
Smith when they started the Christ Renews His Parish 
program at Holy Cross.  
     After Camick and Smith attended a CRHP weekend 
retreat at Our Lady of the Assumption in 2010, they were 
inspired to start a similar program here. Both grew up in 
a church environment where everyone knew each other.  
     “I wanted more from a church than for people to just 
say hi and leave," Camick said. "People need to find their 
place in church, get connected and find their place in 
ministry. 
     Both women also wanted the program so parishioners 
would be able to learn more about their faith.  
      “As adults, some Catholics don’t know what adora-
tion is or what the Divine Mercies are. We don’t want 
them to lose these treasures,” Camick said. 
      As they prepared to tell the pastor about CRHP, 
Smith did a lot of research and had a notebook of infor-
mation to present to Rev. Richard Tibbetts. When they 
met with Fr. Tibbetts, she said she was amazed that he 
did not even look at the materials. He said he had started 
CRHP in two other churches, had seen the effects it had 
on the parish, and would welcome it at Holy Cross.  
      Camick and Smith faced more challenges. In order to 
start the CRHP program at a parish, they needed a spon-
soring parish. They were discouraged when the expecta-
tions required from another parish in order to sponsor 
them were difficult to meet. After much prayer, they at-
tended the CRHP national conference. Holy Trinity 
Catholic Church from Peachtree City came forward and 
offered to help start the program. They felt the Holy 
Spirit was leading the way and making their paths 
straight where there seemed to be no clear path before. 
     The journey undertaken by Camick and Smith to 
bring CRHP to Holy Cross resulted in a program that has 
enriched scores of participants and the parish communi-
ty. Since 2012, Holy Cross has hosted eight CRHP wom-
en's groups and six CRHP men's groups consisting of a 
total of 195 adults. 
     The next CRHP retreat will be held Jan. 28-29, 2017. 

CRHP Program Enriches Attendees, Parish  
 

 

 

Linda Smith spoke to attendees at a recent get-
together for CRHP participants.  Smith and  
Caroline Camick brought the program to Holy  
Cross in 2012.  Photo by Moreen Rebeira-Leisen 
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By JAY MCLENDON 
 
     Dianna Scherer called my attention to the different statues of Mary that we 
have on our church campus and suggested an article on this subject.  After some 
investigation and considerable help from the parish's office staff, I was able to 
prepare this article about the statues of Mary on the grounds of Holy Cross.   
     I was aware of four statues of Mary on the church campus but discovered 
there was another one so there are a total of five.  I will describe these individu-
ally starting at the main entrance to the gathering area. 
      To the right as you enter and facing the sanctuary is a large white statue of 
Mary that is known as “Immaculate Conception” or “Lady Immaculate”.   Like 
several Marian figures, this one depicts Mary standing on an up-turned crescent 
moon.  The ends of the moon are the horn-like objects at the base.  Rev. Gary 
Johnson referred me to Revelations 12:1 as the origin: "A great sign appeared in 
the sky, a woman clothed with the sun, with the moon under her feet, and on 
her head a crown of twelve stars."  There is also an angel on the statue, the small 
figure in front that is supporting Our Lady.  This statue was a gift from the fami-
ly of George Frank Peters and was installed in the 2010 - 2014 time period.  A 
bench was also given by the Peters family, which is located in the courtyard be-

tween the two buildings.  The bench that is with this 
statue was given by the family of Rita Wright. 
     On the left side of the entrance is a brass-colored 
statue of Our Lady of Guadalupe.  This statue was 
donated by the Hispanic community and is dated 
December 12, 2006. The Virgin of Guadalupe is the 
title of an apparition in Mexico in 1531.  The Basilica 
of the Virgin of Guadalupe is located near Tepeyac Hill, the site of Mary’s apparitions to 
St. Juan Diego.  According to a recent article in the “Georgia Bulletin” some 12 million 
people visit Catholicism’s most popular Marian site each year. 
     Close to the back parking lot, between the wings of the two buildings is perhaps the 
second oldest statue of Mary on our campus.  This statue is referred to as “Our Lady of 
Grace” or “Our Blessed Mother” and was given in memory of Margaret Ann (Maggie) 
Turkcan.   The Turkcan’s were members of Holy Cross during the 1980s to the mid 
1990s; the statue was dedicated in 1998 according to Ted Turkcan.  This statue was fea-
tured in an article in the “Reaching Out” newsletter in 
2011.  The bench in front of the statue was given by 
the Peters family. 
     Behind the flag pole and close to the lower parking 

lot is a small grotto and a small figure of Mary; this 
may be the oldest Marian statue on our campus.  The 
grotto and the statue were donated by the Jim and 
Therese Roman family.  The original statue and a  

replacement statue were stolen; the current statue was installed by the Knights of 
Columbus. 
     Between the parking lot and the soccer field is the newest grotto and statue, a 
gift from the Hispanic community in 2014 to honor Rev. Richard Tibbets.  This 
statue is similar to “Our Lady of Lourdes,” which is the title of an apparition that 
occurred in 1858 near Lourdes, France.  Rev. Fausto Marquez was very involved 
with the building of this brick grotto.  The plaque near the statue reads “En 
agradecimiento al Padre Richard Tibbetts por su dedicación y amor a nuestra co-
munidad,” which translates to, “In gratitude to Father Richard Tibbetts for his 
dedication and love for our community,” according to Yrene Lorenso. 
     Thanks to Beth Butler, Penny Lampe and the office staff for their research on 
these statues. 
     If anyone has more specific information on any of these statues, please contact 
me at 770-934-5108. 

A Guide to Marian Statues on Campus 

The statue of Our Lady of Guada-
lupe stands on the left side of the 
main entrance to the church.   
Photos by Jay McLendon. 

Lady Immaculate, like 
many depictions of Mary, 
stands with the moon at 
her feet. 

Originally donated by  the family 
of Jim and Therese Roman, this 
small statue of Mary has been 
stolen twice and replaced. 
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Reaching Out staff:  Doris Bucher, Pam Dorsett, Paul Dulion, Kelly George, Jay McLendon, Edith Leisen and  
Moreen Rebeira-Leisen. The staff welcomes your comments and contributions.  To contact the editor, e-mail 
pgdorsett@aol.com.  

By PAUL DULION 
 
     In memory of the 75th Anniversary of the Martyrdom of the  
Conventual Franciscan Friar St. Maximilian Kolbe, Our Lady of the  
Angels Province has scheduled a pilgrimage of a relic of St. Maximilian 
throughout the United States and Canadian areas of the province.  Holy 
Cross is honored to host the pilgrimage April 15-17, 2016.  
     The reliquary that will be venerated during this pilgrimage has many 
symbols from the life of St. Maximilian:  the base is in the shape of  
Poland, covered with the "thorns" of occupation by the Third Reich. Out 
of these thorns burst a lily of purity and a tulip of martyrdom, symbols of 
love triumphing over hate. Strands of hair from Fr. Kolbe's beard, saved 
by a friar when his beard was shaved off in 1938, are enclosed in a glass 
entwined with a Franciscan knotted cord representing his vocation to the 
order and the vows of chastity, poverty and obedience. 
     Born Raymund Kolbe on January 8, 1894 in the Kingdom of Poland, 
part of the Russian Empire, St. Maximilian was the second of five boys 
born to his Polish mother and German father.  When he was 12 years old, 
he was strongly influenced by a vision of the Virgin Mary. He later de-
scribed the incident:  "I asked the Mother of God what was to become of 
me. She appeared to me holding two crowns, one white and one red and 

asked if I was willing to accept either of them. The white crown represent-
ed purity, and the red indicated  Martyrdom.  I said that I would accept 

them both." In 1907 Raymund and his elder brother Francis joined the Conventual Franciscans. In 1910 Raymund 
was allowed to enter the novitiate and was given the religious name Maximilian. Kolbe took his initial vows in 1911. 
Maximilian was ordained a priest in 1918 and continued his work to promote Mary throughout Poland. 
      Between 1930 and 1936, Fr. Kolbe undertook a series of missions in East Asia, visit-
ing China, Japan and India. His best results were in Japan where, on the outskirts of 
Nagasaki, he founded a monastery, which is still important in the Japanese Catholic 
Church today. It was during that time in East Asia that he grew a long beard to earn the 
respect of the people he served.  
     In 1936 poor health forced Fr. Kolbe to return to his monastery  in Poland. He contin-
ued to resist German persecution, providing shelter for refugees, publishing anti-Nazi 
material, and hiding 2000 Jews from the Nazi troops. In 1941 the monastery was shut 
down.  Fr.  Kolbe was transferred to prison and then to Auschwitz concentration camp.  
Two months into his stay at Auschwitz, it was discovered  that there had been an escape 
from his barracks. The Commandant, to deter further escape attempts, ordered 10 men 
to be chosen for death  by starvation.  When one of the men, Franciszek Gajownnizek, 
cried out, "My wife! My children!",  Fr. Kolbe volunteered to take his place.  After  two 
weeks of dehydration and starvation and the last one alive, Fr. Kolbe, was murdered. 
     In 1971 Venerable Maximilian Kolbe was beatified as a confessor of the faith by Pope 
Paul VI. Four identical reliquaries were created that year. When Pope John Paul II can-
onized St. Maximilian, he declared him a martyr.  His feast day is August 14. 
     Gajownnizek remained a prisoner of the Germans until late 1944 when he was liber-
ated by the allies. Though united with his wife, his sons did not survive. Franciszek wit-
nessed St. Maximilian's beatification and canonization.  
    
 

Holy Cross to Host Pilgrimage of  
Relic of St. Maximilian Kolbe  
 

Conventual Franciscan Friar, St. Maxi-
milian Kolbe 

The reliquary venerated 
during the pilgrimage 
includes many symbols 
of  St. Maximilian’s life. 


