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By DORIS BUCHER 
 

     “Walking Among Us – Now and Forever” by the 
Georgia Latin@s Against Domestic Violance  
was held at Holy Cross Oct. 27.  The evening was 
both sad and hopeful.  It was sad because it ac-
knowledged and honored the deaths of 90 people in 
Georgia over a period of a year (Oct. 2014 – Sept. 
2015) caused by acts of domestic violence.  But it 
was hopeful, too, because representatives of 10 re-
source agencies came with abundant information 

about the help they offer people that enable them to 
escape such a fate and establish better lives. 
     The program of Ser Familia Inc and sponsored 
by Macy’s and the Fulton-DeKalb Hospital Author-
ity was presented in Spanish and English, as  
promised by program director Michelle Toledo 
Cainas. Many agencies emphasized their eagerness 
to help all women everywhere.   
     “Even if they come from another state,” Karelis 
Ferrera of the NW Georgia YWCA said, “I can locate 
help for them where they are.”  
    I was impressed with the keen attention to practi-
cal details.  A representative of The Administration 
for Children and Families told me that systems are 
in place to collect child support and deliver it to 
families without ever revealing their whereabouts 
to the abuser.  Another agency, Ahimsa House, is 
dedicated to caring for pets, because many women 
stay in abusive situations for the sake of their ani-
mals.  Most temporary safe houses cannot take 
pets, so this agency gives their animals food,  
medicine and foster care free, returning them to 
their owners when the family is safely settled. 
    This annual event focuses on Latino women and 
includes a ceremony adapted from celebrations 
known as “Dia De Los Muertos” or “The Day of the 
Dead.”  I was shocked to find how moving a modest 
symbol could be.  On entering the assembly room, I 
was offered a gold star cut out of construction paper 
with a name and number written on it in felt tip 
pen.  Mine read “Latasha Bell – 26.”  The name was 
  
Continued on Page 4. 

Domestic Violence Vigil Honors 
Dead, Offers Hope for Living 
 

Women, men and children who died as victims  
of domestic violence are honored at the altar  
during the vigil held at Holy Cross by the Georgia  
Latin@s Against Domestic Violance.   Photo by 
Michelle Toledo Cainas. 
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By MOREEN REBEIRA-LEISEN 
 
     People of all ages, who wanted to know about 
end-of-life issues for themselves or for their loved 
ones, packed the seminar organized by the Respect 
Life Ministry. 
     The focus of the Respect Life ministry is on  
abortion, said Iris McCoy, a member of the ministry 
and an organizer for the event, but other topics are 
important and not to be neglected. 
     “The End-of-Life Seminar was a successful  
effort to offer people solid information on impor-
tant issues surrounding the end of life from a 
Catholic perspective.  We were pleased to have over 
100 attendees, representing 16 parishes and two 
non-Catholic churches,” she said. 
     Presented on Oct. 17 at Holy Cross in the parish 
hall, the seminar covered a broad range of topics, 
including hospice care, the Church’s position on 
euthanasia and suffering, Physician Orders for Life-
Sustaining Treatment, Stephen Ministry, and legal 
planning and end-of-life documents.   
     Hugh Henderson, principal of the Henderson 
Advisory Group talked about different kinds of  
hospice care and how hospice provides a form of 
emotional and spiritual support for families.   
Henderson said pain, fear of being alone and the 
fear of being a burden to someone were the three 
biggest fears of dying and that hospice can help  
relieve some of these fears by providing the neces-
sary treatment that a patient needs.   
     Rev. Neil Dhabliwala, pastor of St. Luke Evangel-
ist Catholic Church in Dahlonega, Ga. talked about 
the church’s attitudes toward euthanasia and suffer-
ing and how to make a decision about whether a 

treatment is useful or burdensome.  He also  
described the components of a good death from  
his perspective:  medical and spiritual preparedness 
and attaining healing in relationships.  Rev. Dhabli-
wala’s talk inspired interesting questions from the 
audience.  For example, one attendee asked:  “Do 
you think that God has no responsibility for the  
suffering of an individual?”  Rev. Dhabliwala said 
that God knows our suffering and anguish, and we 
need to lean on him and trust that he will take us 
through the deep waters.   
     Kathleen Raviele, M.D. talked about Physician 
Orders for Life-Sustaining Treatments (POLST) and 
some of its dangers.  The POLST is a medical order 
specifying a person’s wishes regarding medical 
treatment.  Raviele shared a story about her father, 
who at 73 had an emergency operation despite his 
age. She said that if her father had done a “Do not 
Resuscitate” (DNR) POLST, he would not be living 
happily with his wife now. 
     Leaders of the Stephen Ministry at Holy Cross, 
Dianna Scherer and Consuelo Godden, described 
the ministry as a Christian ministry that works with 
individuals who are experiencing a crisis such as 
loneliness, death of a loved one or the loss of a job.  
The role of the Stephen Minister is to listen without 
judgment and to walk with people as they go 
through difficulties; it is not to solve others’ prob-
lems.  There is a Stephen Ministry at Holy Cross 
and anyone can seek their service. 
     Attorneys Jeanne Smith and Bill Witcher covered 
legal planning and end-of-life documents.  They  
talked about the advance directive for healthcare,  
 
Continued on Page 6. 

End-of-Life Seminar Fills Parish Hall 
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Mass to Remember, Celebrate the Dead 

Ten Ways to Pray for the  
Deceased 
 

1. Pray the Novena to the Holy Souls. 
2. Have Mass said for your loved one. 
3. Offer up your Holy Communion for 

the dead. 
4. Pray the Holy Souls Rosary. 
5. Give alms and offer up as penance 

for the holy souls. 
6. Pray the Eternal Rest Prayer:  Eter-

nal rest grant unto them, O Lord. 
And let the perpetual light shine 
upon them. And may the souls of all 
the faithful departed, through the 
mercy of God, rest in peace. Amen. 

7. Pray the Office of the Dead from the 
“Liturgy of the Hours”. 

8. Pray the Divine Mercy Chaplet for 
the intention of the Holy Souls. 

9. Throughout your day, say short 
prayers for the holy souls. 

10.Make reparation to the Sacred Heart 
of Jesus for the deceased during Eu-
charistic Adoration. 

 

From https://www.catholiccompany.com/
getfed/20-ways-to-pray-for-the-holy-souls-in-
purgatory/ 

 By PAUL DULION 
 
     Few things are as life changing as the loss of a 
close friend or family member.  With this in 
mind, the Knights of Columbus at Holy Cross will 
sponsor a Mass during November in honor and 
memory of parishioners who have passed away in 
the previous 12 months.       
     The Bereavement Mass, which is celebrated to 
honor and remember the lives of our beloved  
deceased, is Nov. 23 at 7:00 p.m. in the church.   
Before Mass parishioners may place items at the 
foot of the altar to honor the memory of their  
beloved.  Candles will be provided to add light to 
the objects. 
     The Book of the Dead will be in the gathering  
area to add the names of loved ones.  There will  
also be slips of paper to write down the names of 
deceased friends or relatives.  The names will be 
placed in a basket and carried to the altar with the 
offertory.  
     Very Rev. James McCurry OFM Conv. will  
officiate, assisted by our friars.  We will also  
commemorate the loss of Fr. Abelardo Huanca’s 
father earlier this year. The Mass will end in  
silence.  
     A reception will follow in the parish hall for  
those who wish to share memories with other  
parishioners.  
     Several years ago the Knights decided to  
commemorate deceased parishioners by display-
ing small crosses with their names on them in the 
day chapel during the year.  The Knights hoped 
this recognition would encourage more people to 
come to the memorial Mass in November. After 
the Mass the families could take their loved ones’ 
crosses home.    
     Last year Fr. Jude Michael Krill attended the  
memorial Mass.  He said he said he was disap-
pointed with the attendance.  In an effort to im-
prove attendance at the Mass this November, Fr. 
Krill asked a group of parishioners, who represent  
several ministries, to plan a celebration that  
includes all members of the parish and especially 
those who suffered a loss. Members of the parish 
staff, Knights of Columbus, Women's Club and  
Bereavement Ministry comprise the committee.  
     Thanks to planning committee members  
Martha Murphy, Penny Lampe, Cindy Durham, 
Elaine McNeil and Bob Hudson.  
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one of the 90 victims, and the 
number was the age she’d died.  
As soft music played, a name and 
age were called and the woman 
with that star brought it to a 
brightly-colored homemade altar 
and placed it there.  For a few  
moments, I felt immersed in a  
responsibility to honor this  
woman and wanted to place this 
bit of paper “just so” in a promi-
nent position.  It was comforting 
to have even this tiniest of actions 
to offer. 
     As names and ages were called, 
it became apparent that not all 
victims were women. One was a 
man in his 40s; two were little 
boys, ages 7 and 9.  As many  
brochures said, this is more than 
a problem for women; it’s a  
community problem. 
     A woman identified only as 
“Carolina” told of an eight-year 
nightmare, keeping silent about 
her husband’s abusive behavior 
because in Uruguay the topic was 
taboo.  In the USA, her concerns 
for her baby daughter gave her 
the strength to seek help.  She  
received an education, established 
a business and now lives in peace. 
     The theme of no one wanting 
to discuss this problem cropped 
up repeatedly.  Executive director 
of Ser Familia, Belisa Urbina, 
looks to the future in hopes of a 
year with no homicides and  
therefore no need for stars.  But 
much work is needed for that to 
happen.  This past year Ser  
Familia experienced a spike in 
phone calls from men suffering 
abuse.  The terrible news is that 
there are no resources yet in place 
to help them. 

 

Resources  
 
Forsyth Family Haven Inc.: Crisis Line 770-887-1121 
 

AHIMSA House: Helping People and Pets Escape Domestic Vio-
lence: 24 Hour Crisis Line: 404-452-6248; Regular Phone: 404-496-
4038 
 

Criminal Justice Coordinating Council (They provide applications 
for Georgia Crime Victims Compensation Program) Telephone 404-
657-2222 Toll free: 800-547-0060 
 

Latin American Association Atlanta Outreach Center – Telephone: 
638-1800 
 

National Domestic Violence Hotline 1-800-799-7233 and 1-800-787
-3224 (TTY) 
 

The Domestic Abuse Helpline for Men and Women 1-888-
7HELPLINE (1-888-743-5754) 
 

Georgia Coalition Against Domestic Violence – Georgia’s 24-Hour 
Statewide Domestic Violence Hotline 1-800-33-HAVEN (1-800-334-
2836) Spanish option available 
 

Legal Advocacy/Temporary Protective Order 
770-889-6384 ext. 103 
 

Consulado General de Mexico en Atlanta Telephone: 404-266-2233 
ext. 459 Y 245 
 

For the shelter nearest you: 1-800-33-HAVEN 
 

National Sexual Assault Crisis Line: 1-800-656-HOPE 
 

For referrals: UNITED WAY:  211 
 

Ser Familia (Developing Strong Families) Telephone: 678-363-3079 
 

Georgia Legal Services Program (Providing Legal Assistance to the 
Latino Community) Telephone 404-206-5175 or 1-800-498-9469 
 

YWCA – Eliminating racism, Empowering women – 24-Hour Crisis 
Line 770-3390 
Regular phone in Marietta: 770-427-2902 
 

Administration for Children and Families:  Includes (TANF)  
Temporary Assistance to Needy Families, and Child Support  
Enforcement - Telephone 404-562-2900 

 
Tracie L. Klinke, Attorney at Law: Telephone 678-713-4255 
Private attorney specializing in Immigration Law  

Help for Victims of Domestic Violence 
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By JAY MCLENDON 
 
     There was an air of excitement at Holy Cross on 
Saturday, Oct. 24.  Men, women and children 
waited expectantly at the religious education build-
ing to see  medical personnel for a free medical 
screening.   They came to the parish’s first health 
fair. 
     Volunteer Sandy Reavis understood the  
importance of the health fair for the parish. 
     “This was a great opportunity for the community 
that allowed people to get medical checkups that 
they might not have access to otherwise,” she said. 
     Although the initial plan included 125 appoint-
ments, these filled quickly with 200 receiving some 
type of service, said Monique Marlette, Holy Cross 
pastoral associate, who helped organize the event. 
Non-parishioners from the community took advan-
tage of the free services available.  The parish’s His-
panic and Burmese congregations were well repre-
sented among the attendees.   

 
     Martin Khia, who works with 
the Burmese community, shared 
his impressions.  
     “The Health Fair was very good 
for us.  Sixteen people from the 
Burmese community came, and 
they were very pleased,” he said. 
     Sponsors of the Health Fair 
included CIMA (The Interna-
tional Maternity Center) 
Women’s Health Services, North-
side  
Hospital Cancer Institute, CIMA 
Kids and Walgreens Pharmacy. 
The fair provided free screenings 
for glucose, cholesterol, blood 
pressure, cancer risk, osteoporo-
sis, pulmonary function, breast 
exams, body composition and  
audiology.  Flu shots and diabetes 
assessment were also offered.    
     According to Angela Salazar, 
Community Affairs Director for 
CIMA, Northside saw 132 people, 

Consultorio Medico Hispano saw 82 people, CIMA 
provided 64 breast exams and Walgreens gave 115 
flu shots. (And Revs. Gary Johnson and Abelardo 
Huanca received two of those flu shots.)  Many peo-
ple requested cholesterol screening. 
     CIMA originally planned the health fair in part-
nership with Northside Hospital as part of the 
grand opening of CIMA’s new clinic.  Construction 
delays meant CIMA needed an alternate location 
for the health fair.  Holy Cross was the beneficiary. 
      “Sometimes good things happen out of difficult 
situations,” said Marlette.  “CIMA approached us, 
and they offered us a partnership, by which our  
own people would have priority in attending the 
clinic.  The event was advertised only at Holy 
Cross.  We provided volunteers, space and help   
with setup and breakdown.  They handled all the 
scheduling and resources.” 
 
 
 
 

Continued on Page 6. 

Health Fair Provides Valuable 
Medical Services for Attendees 

Members of HOPE Club from Lakeside High School volunteered at 
the health fair held at Holy Cross: (left to right) Carina Hernandez, 
Pamela Diegues, Stephany Elias, Veronica Gonzalez, Luis Morales, 
Edgar Simon. Photo by Dorothy Mears. 
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Seminar Success 
_______________ 

 
From Page 2. 

 
which they think is the most important, since  
it determines what happens to you when you  
become ill.  Other important matters discussed 
included the need for a will, and doing something 
as simple as getting all your passwords stored in a 
secure place to help your loved one when you are 
gone.      
     Many people helped organize the seminar  
including Jane Connelly-Goodwin, Joan  
Haddad, Patricia Krull, Susan Lynsky, Riley  
Lawhorn,  Connie Perez, Eugene Vigil, Michael  
Vigil, Jane Walker and Kay Warthman.  
     Eugene Vigil, leader of the Holy Cross Respect 
Life Ministry, was quite pleased with responses to 
the seminar.  
     “All the feedback has been positive, even to  
the point of asking if we will be doing another 
seminar,” he said.  “To God be the glory!” 
 
Author’s Note: This seminar touched me in a  
special way.  While waiting in line to take a  
picture of Father Neil, one of the speakers, I met 
Don Conner who was also in line, and we talked 
for a brief moment. Even for this short moment, 
Don was straight forward, honest and unassum-
ing. It was a pleasure to get to know him. We 
pray for him and his family as we mourn his 
passing. 

Please support the HIV and AIDS 
Ministry’s bake sale on Dec. 20 in the 
gathering area.  The bake sales allow 
the ministry to help people who are 
HIV-positive and in need of food,  
assistance with utilities or rent, and 
emergency housing.  The ministry also 
supports Living Room, which helps 
the homeless.  Contact Pam Dorsett at 
pgdorsett@aol.com if you’d like to help 
with the sale or contribute baked 
goods.  And please come by and shop! 

 

Northside Hospital provided blood pressure 
screenings at the health fair held at the parish.  
Photo by Dorothy Mears. 

__________________ 
 

From Page 5. 
 

     The Holy Cross volunteers who helped with  
the health fair included Jacinto Reyes, Dwayne 
Clements, Reavis, Geovany Gonzales, Orfelinda 
Aguirre, Dennis Clos, Janet Guerrero, Vilma  
Cuadra, Marlene Amador, Miguel, Gonzales and 
Veronica Gonzales.  The Hispanic Organization  
Promoting Education or HOPE Club from Lake-
side High School provided volunteers Carina Her-
nandez, AJ Drotleff, Luis Morales, Stephany Elias, 
Marjorie Valdes, Pamela Dieguez, and Edgar 
Simun.  Veronica Gonzalez, a parishioner of Holy 
Cross, also recruited teen volunteers.    
     In addition to food provided by CIMA Clinic, a 
group of ladies from the Hispanic community sold 
snacks and sandwiches to raise funds to help  
members of their community attend Christ Re-
news His Parish (CRHP) sessions.           
     And there’s a future benefit for Holy Cross  
parishioners associated with the health fair. 
     “Walgreens will return to Holy Cross on Sun-
day, Dec. 13 to provide free flu shots to our adult 
parishioners,” Marlette said. “They will be on 
campus from 11 a.m.-3 p.m. This is a community 
service that Walgreens provides to the community 
and we are blessed to have them visit us.  No  
appointment will be necessary.” 
 

Free Services at Fair 
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By KELLY GEORGE 
 
     Christmas will be here before we know it! It’s a 
time to celebrate Jesus and our faith. It’s a time to 
get together with family and a time to give to oth-
ers. This season, make sure to give to a person or a  
family from the Holy Cross Giving Tree.  
     The Giving Tree is a ministry at Holy Cross that 
happens every year during the season of Advent.  
Through the generosity of our parishioners, Christ-
mas joy is given to many families and individuals  
in need within our community at a time when we 
celebrate the birth of Christ our Savior. This year 
the ministry runs from Saturday, Nov. 28, when  
tags first go on the tree, through Dec. 20 when all 
gifts should be returned to the church.  The pre-
sents are then sorted and delivered to needy fami-
lies and organizations on Dec. 21-22.  
     Parishioner Lesley McGee has coordinated this 
ministry for five years now. She said, “I think this 
opportunity, during the Advent season when we are 
focused on the coming of Christ, is important as it 
allows our parish to open up their hearts and share 
generously the blessings they have received with 
those less fortunate in our community.” 
     McGee and her family have been members of 
Holy Cross for more than 10 years and their family 
has always participated in taking tags off the tree to 
provide gifts for a child or family. Five years ago 
there was a need for someone to coordinate this 
ministry, so McGee stepped in. 
     “I immediately volunteered to take this on think-
ing this would be an awesome way to be involved in 
our parish and community,” she said. “It has been a 
great and humbling experience and I continue to 
love doing this each year.  Being able to bring some 
joy to families who are in some kind of hardship 
during Advent/Christmas time is a wonderful act of 
service within the community.” 
     The perfect thing about participating in the  
Giving Tree project is that it’s so easy. The Giving 
Tree is placed right in the gathering area of the 
church after Thanksgiving Day. Gift tags with  

specific requests for certain items are placed on the 
tree. Parishioners are asked to take one or more 
tags, purchase the gift as indicated on the tag, and 
bring the gift in a gift bag (no wrapping of gifts, 
please) to the area near the baptismal font in the 
sanctuary by Dec. 20. Make sure to tie the tag that 
you chose onto the gift bag. Collected gifts are then 
sorted and delivered before Christmas. The great 
thing is that your gifts don’t go very far. Holy Cross 
partners with St. Vincent de Paul Society and St. 
Martin de Porres to provide for families and  
individuals within the local community.  We also 
help families in the Burmese community, preg-
nancy aid clinics and other local organizations. 
 
Continued on Page 8. 

Looking Ahead to Advent,  
Christmas: The Giving Tree 
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Reaching Out staff:  Doris Bucher, Pam Dorsett, Paul Dulion, Kelly George, Jay McLendon, Edith Leisen and  
Moreen Rebeira-Leisen. The staff welcomes your comments and contributions.  To contact the editor, e-mail 
pgdorsett@aol.com.  

__________________ 
 

From Page 7. 
 

     Several volunteers with St. Vincent de Paul, St. 
Martin de Porres and Holy Cross initially identify 
the families the Giving Tree will support.  
     McGee said, “I usually coordinate making and 
hanging the tags on the tree and I am in contact 
with each family to identify how we would be  
delivering the gifts to them.” 
     Sometimes the gifts are delivered to the people’s 
homes and sometimes they choose to come to the 
church to receive them. It takes quite a few gener-
ous volunteers to make all of this happen.  
     “We require help from members of Holy Cross  
of all ages with sorting and delivering of the gifts  
to those families, who have no transportation, on 
Dec. 21-22,” McGee said.  It usually requires at  
least 20-30 volunteers on just those two days. 
     Gift requests are mostly for clothes, books and 
toys for children and teens.  Each tag includes  

specific details for a person’s gift, which helps  
provide the information for our parishioners to 
make their gift purchase. 
     Each year as Holy Cross continues this ministry 
and receives more children and families to help in 
our community, McGee said she worries and prays 
that the parish will be able to fulfill all the requests.   
     “I don’t know why I should do this when I should 
have faith that the Lord will provide and the power 
of giving is so great in our parish that I am blown 
away each year by how generous our parishioners 
are with fulfilling these wishes,” she said.  
     Last year was the first time that we collected all 
the gifts over the weeks and kept them in the church 
sanctuary. The entire parish was allowed to see the 
beautiful mountain of gifts to go out to our commu-
nity. Now that tradition will continue each year.   
     If you would like to volunteer to help with the 
Giving Tree, or if you know a family in need who 
would benefit from the Giving Tree, please contact 
Lesley McGee at donlesmcgee@bellsouth.net  
 

Support Giving Tree Tradition 

 

The Holy Cross HIV and AIDS  
Ministry invites you to pray for a World  
Living with AIDS at the 5:30 p.m. Mass 
on Sunday, Dec. 6. 
 
The 2015 Archdiocese World AIDS Day 
Mass will be celebrated by  
Archbishop Wilton Gregory on  
Tuesday, Dec. 1 at 7 p.m.  
at Immaculate Heart of  Mary Catholic Church, which is located at 
2855 Briarcliff  Road, NE Atlanta, GA 30309. A reception hosted 
by the IHM AIDS Ministry will immediately follow the Mass in the 
parish hall. 


