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By PAUL DULION 

 

     The Respect Life Ministry offers information, leader-

ship and education on respect life issues from womb to 

tomb.   

     On Saturday, October 17 from 8:00 a.m. to noon, the  

Respect Life Ministry will present “An End of Life  

Issues Seminar.”  The event starts with a meet-and-greet 

continental breakfast sponsored by Embracing Hospice.  

    The seminar includes topics of interests discussed by 

experts with opportunities for questions.  The speakers 

include: Fr. Neil Dhabliwala, pastor of St. Luke the 

Evangelist in Dahlonega, on Catholic teachings on end 

of life issues including euthanasia, appropriate medical 

treatments, communicating medical desires and a good 

death; a representative from Embracing Hospice on the 

role of hospice at the end of life; Kathleen Raviele M.D. 

on issues related to the Physicians Orders for Life  

Sustaining Treatments form; and attorneys Jeanne  

Smith and Bill Witcher on legal planning and end of life 

documents. 

     The seminar promises to be informative for anyone 

over the age of 18. Persons who are interested in attend-

ing must pre-register. Go to HolyCrossEndOfLifeSemi-

nar.com and follow the directions to register. Attendance 

is limited to 250 people.  The seminar is being offered to 

other parishes in the archdiocese. For more information 

contact Joan Haddad at 678-641-2578. 

     In addition to the End of Life Issues seminar, the  

Respect Life Ministry is involved in several activities 

focused on the unborn. 

     The weekend of October 10-11 is the kick off of  

Baby Bottle Boomerang.  Bottles will be handed out so  

parishioners can collect loose change to fill the bottles. 

The bottles will be collected the weekend of October 24-

25.  The proceeds from this fundraiser benefit the Preg-

nancy Aid Clinic in Hapeville. 

     On the second Saturday of the month parishioners  

are invited to join the Respect Life Ministry for a prayer 

vigil for unborn babies and their parents at the Feminist 

Women's Health Center at 1924 Cliff Valley Way, NE, 

Atlanta 30329 from 8:00 a.m. to 9:30 am. You can come 

for the entire 90 minutes or part of the time.  

      Some members of the ministry joined others from 

around the archdiocese for a protest at Planned 

Parenthood in Marietta on August 22.   

 

Continued on Page 5. 

Respect Life Ministry Offers  
Seminar on End of Life Issues  
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Farewell to the Holy Cross Library 
By DORIS BUCHER 

 

     The Holy Cross library is gone, but the memories linger on.  Let’s take a few minutes to celebrate the good  

people who created it and the good things that happened in that very spiritual room. 

     The Holy Cross library was the only parish library in Atlanta to be catalogued.  It served as a rich resource,  

particularly for the leaders of Holy Cross ministries, but also for scholars and all parishioners seeking to deepen 

their knowledge of the Faith.  It contained extraordinary volumes of Catholic classics – Bible studies, histories of 

the Church, explications of the sacraments, guides for spiritual direction, books on prayer and books on saints.   

     One thing is certain: This collection was catalogued by saints.  In July of 2008, volunteer Paul Montello began 

the process of computerizing the card catalogue by entering information about all volumes into a Readerware data-

base.  By August 2010, Paul had entered over 3,500 volumes.  In 2012, library volunteer JoAnn Daniels inherited 

the task of maintaining and updating this database and by mid-2015 the collection totaled over 4,300 titles.  Other 

volunteers working on the card catalogue included former Holy Cross librarian Marilyn Schuster, Phyllis Montel-

lo, Carole Kissel and Betty Sweeney.  Daniels was assisted by Emma Bicego, Joan Haddad, Darlene Kobus, Suzy 

Miller, Johannes Leisen, Elliot Paisner and Madeline Palmer.  Louanne Bachner, who was responsible for adult 

faith formation, was the staff advisor who directed the activities of the library ministry.  Many of the books were 

donated by parishioners; some gave their entire collections. Kasey Koll, using the engineering software Auto 

Desk: Inventor, make the through-the-wall book drop. 

     Now for some memories.  JoAnn Daniels treasures the Sunday visitors:  children whose parents were practicing 

for the choir, family members waiting for people in RCIA, parents of kids in the catechism classes.   

     Ray Barrett, life coach and spiritual advisor, told me that he found a book on spiritual direction that meant a 

great deal to him in his work.  He often brought people he was counseling into this library and walked with them 

around the room, pulling out books that he knew would help them. 

     When Deacon Tom Silvestri was doing prison ministry, he would box up the duplicate book donations and take 

them to the inmates he served.   

     I found this to be a great room for a mini-retreat.  Sometimes when the popular press was badgering Catholic 

beliefs, I would spend an hour with the current Catholic magazines and newspapers, and I’d leave feeling well  

supported by Catholic culture.   

     After the library closed, I met a woman who was searching  

for the books with her children.  I asked how she had used the 

library.  It took some repetitions for me to understand her foreign 

accent, but I finally got it right.  She said, “The books help me to 

teach my children.” 

      One of my favorite books was “Prayers from Fiji” by Holy 

Cross parishioner Ellen Murkison.  After a car crash on Decem-

ber 2, 2011, her seven-year-old son Brian was in a coma, and 

physicians suggested removing food and water to quicken his 

dying.  Brian’s ten-year-old brother Ben told his parents he  

believed they would have a Christmas miracle.  When the family 

spread the word by Internet that Ben wanted “prayers from Fiji,” 

prayers poured in from all over the world, including the Vatican.  

Two days after Christmas, Brian opened his eyes.  Nine months 

later, he was walking on his own and making “A” grades in all 

subjects.  It really is a must-read if you like exhilarating stories.  

But now you’ll need to find it elsewhere. 

 

 

Volunteer JoAnn Daniels worked in the  

library from 2012 until its closing this 

year.  Photo by Louanne Bachner. 
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By KELLY GEORGE 

     This year’s fall festival, held on Saturday,  

September 12, was a revival of celebrating the feast day 

and the celebration of our faith, our families and our 

diverse community. It offered a time for everyone at 

Holy Cross to work together, share a meal and enjoy 

some fun and entertainment. The festive evening was 

possible because of the many volunteers who helped 

out.    

     “The volunteers at Holy Cross are amazing!  

And it takes a lot of volunteers to make this festival a 

success. Lots!” said Monique Marlette, who organized 

the event.  

     “As the festival coordinator, I can tell you that the 

size of this festival is its most unique angle. We are a 

parish of over 3,000 families of many cultures and  

backgrounds. The festival volunteers provide food,  

entertainment and logistics,” she said. “At first I just had 

a handful of people committed to help with the planning 

of the festival. This core group started the ball rolling by 

getting sponsors and organizing the children’s activities 

and entertainment.”  

     However, Monique said the number of volunteers 

grew and grew. That effort to reach out a “helping hand” 

fits right in with the purpose of the festival, which is 

“One community – One church.”  Monique said it gives 

the church and community an opportunity to celebrate 

our feast day while enjoying the wonderful things that 

make us different, like our foods, our dance and our  

music. 

     There were at least 12 countries, regions or states 

represented with food booths from Mexico, Chile, Peru, 

El Salvador, Vietnam/Thailand, Guatemala, Venezuela, 

Bolivia, Honduras, Italy, Texas and New Orleans. Each 

booth offered sample-size native dishes from each  

country. Each country involved 2-10 volunteers cook-

ing, setting up and running the booth during the festival. 

In addition, most of these volunteers not only donated 

their time; they contributed part of the cost of the food. 

Everyone was excited about cooking together, decorat-

ing their areas and providing delicious samplers to our 

parishioners and community members. 

     In addition to all these volunteers, ministries  

supported the festival as well. The Boy Scouts of  

Holy Cross monitored the trash, the Green Ministry 

monitored recycling, the Women’s Club handled all the 

ticket sales for the day, and the Knights of Columbus 

sold hot dogs and hamburgers, as well as beer and  

sangria at the “Beer Garden.” The lectors from our  

Hispanic community helped with the parking.   

Individuals with nursing backgrounds helped with the 

First Aid Tent.  Many more graciously helped with  

setup and breakdown.   

     The festival has come a long way in more than 10 

years when the church celebrated the Feast of the  

Exaltation of the Holy Cross with an international pot 

luck dinner.  Parishioners gathered and enjoyed foods 

from different countries, while enjoying fellowship.  

Since then, Holy Cross has enjoyed parish picnics  

hosted by a social committee. Monique said this year’s 

festival was a continuation of last year’s, when the 

church celebrated our 50th anniversary with a large 

“festival” style celebration.   

     All the office volunteers supported the festival by 

making phone calls, copies, and simply making them-

selves available for anything needed at the time.   

From calling for resources such as tables and chairs, 

requesting a fire truck for the day for the kids, to  

ordering banners and decorations—volunteers did it all.  

More volunteers came forward to help with tickets sales 

after the Masses; they helped pick up needed supplies 

days before the event and helped with setting up the 

stage for the entertainment. 

 

Continued on Page 6. 

Volunteers Help Make Fall  

Festival Better Than Ever 
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By JAY MCLENDON 

   
     The weekend of July 31–August 2, the religious edu-

cation building was painted in fresh new colors for the 

upcoming school year. The painting was completed by 

Saturday evening shortly after 5 p.m. 

     How was this done so quickly? By a small army of 

parishioners. The project was announced in the parish 

bulletin as, “We need an army of painters!” Barb Garvin, 

director of faith formation, noted that the paint needed 

refreshing before the new school year started. 

     The colors were selected from the Sherwin-Williams 

color pallet by a group of ministry leaders and Fr. Jude 

Michael Krill.  Each room was marked with the color to 

be used, like “Bluebell” or “Daffodil.” 

     Several parishioners, including Erik Peralta, Julio 

Castillo and Andres Esteban, who paint for a living, 

were instrumental in getting the project done so quickly. 

Erik purchased the paint using his professional  

discount.  

     Many people contributed several hours to the work. 

There were approximately 40  

volunteers plus a number of chil-

dren who worked. Other people 

donated food for the volunteers. 

     Staff members Barb Garvin, 

Monique Marlette and Brother 

Emmanuel, our seminarian for the 

summer, coordinated the volun-

teers.  Brother Emanuel gained 

some knowledge of how a parish 

can come together for a worth-

while project. 

     I asked several of the volun-

teers why they were motivated to 

help out.  Toni McDowell said 

that she did a lot of painting at 

home and this area needed a fresh 

coat of paint.  Several volunteers 

said that they would have been 

working at home anyway so this 

was a good way to contribute to 

the church.   Mike Hand was hap-

py that his work would contribute to the church and the 

teaching of young people. 

      

     

 

         

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Continued on Page 5. 

Army of Painters Volunteer, 

Beautify Education Building 
 

Volunteers painted the rooms in the religious education building.  Many 

worked for several hours to complete the job.  All photos by Dorothy Mears.   
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Respect Life  
 

_________________ 

 
From Page 4.      

 
     Catechists appreciated the new look of the building 

and the efforts of parishioners. 

     “The rooms look great! The bright colors give the 

rooms a happy attitude!” said Frank Kaliner.  

     Kristi Lachlan said, “The rooms are beautiful and 

the whole building looks shiny and new. Thanks to all 

of the families of Holy Cross who made it happen for 

our kids.  What a great example of service and com-

munity we will get to use in our teaching this year!” 

     The old saying, “Many hands make light work” 

surely applied to this project. 

 

      

 

Many Hands Make Light Work 

______________ 

 

From Page 1.    

 

About 600 people participated in the protest.  

     October is Respect Life Month, and the Respect 

Life Ministry will sponsor a rosary after the 7:00 p.m. 

Mass on Wednesday October 7, which is the feast of 

Our Lady of the Rosary.  

     If you are interested in getting involved in the  

Respect Life Ministry, there is a monthly meeting on 

the third Saturday at 11:00 a.m. in room 15 of the  

religious education building. For further information 

contact Eugene Vigil at 470-244-3302 or  

Eugene@vigils.net. 
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Parish Celebrates Feast Day with Festival 
 

 

 

 

 

 

________________ 

 
From Page 3. 

 
     Festival-goers were able to enjoy entertainment in-

cluding a visit from Elvis and lively music from individ-

uals and groups within the Holy Cross parish. A silent 

auction was held in the parish hall. Here everyone had an 

opportunity to bid on some sports memorabilia, teeth 

cleaning, salon visits, oil change, a “like-new” bicycle 

and so much more! Talented parishioner Caroline 

Camick donated a special piece she painted just for the 

auction. The church library books were available for 

“adoption” and the “book adoption” was held in the par-

ish hall.  Everyone was invited to visit and see if there 

were any books they wanted to take home, while others 

donated books. Children were able to enjoy activities 

including, pony rides, a petting zoo, inflatables, games, 

face painting and more.   

     If you are interested in participating in the coordina-

tion of next year’s festival, contact Monique Marlette at 

mmarlette@holycrossatlanta.org or 770-939-3501 ext. 

223. 

 How splendid 

 the cross of   

 Christ! It  

 brings life,  

 not death;  

 light, not  

 darkness;  

 Paradise, not 

 its loss. It is  

 the wood on 

 which the  

 Lord, like a  

 great warrior, 

 was wounded 

 in hands and  

 feet and side, 

 but healed  

 thereby our  

 wounds. A   

 tree has  

 destroyed us,  

 a tree now  

 brought us  

 life.  
~ St. Theodore 

of Studios 
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By JAY MCLENDON 

 

     I saw an announcement in the parish 

bulletin in late June:  “Rosary Makers 

Needed.”  The announcement continued:  

“We will start by learning to make a cord 

and beaded rosaries to be donated to mis-

sions and individuals.”  Noemi Joseph was 

listed as the contact.   This was interesting 

to me since, as a relatively recent convert, 

I do not have a long association with the 

rosary. 

     I attended a meeting in July, and  

Noemi showed me the basics: how to 

make a knot, string the beads and attach 

the crucifix.  She gave me a starter kit for 

five rosaries to make at home.  This had all 

the materials I would need; I had to supply 

the patience and skill.  Noemi also gave 

me a website for a video of making a ro-

sary, http://rosarymakersinternational.com.   

As with any project, it was not as easy as it 

seemed at first.  After several trials, I was 

able to make a rosary.   

     Others present at that meeting were Marlene Bracken, 

JoAnn Daniels and Eva Zuniga.  At a recent meeting, it 

was reported that over 800 rosaries have been made. 

     The materials used for these rosaries are very ordi-

nary:  cord or twine, plastic beads and a plastic crucifix. 

Many of us would prefer a rosary of better materials—a 

chain instead of cord, a metal crucifix instead of plastic 

and nicer beads—but just having a rosary can be a  

wonderful gift and a connection to Jesus and his mother, 

Mary. The materials are not the important part.  The  

important part is to take the time to pray the prayers. 

     The group can provide rosaries for others to use in 

ministry activities.  Are you planning to visit Nicaragua 

with Amigos For Christ?  Going to a soup kitchen?  

Teaching Marian Devotion in a religious education 

class?  Have friends and relatives with whom you want 

to evangelize?  Fr. Joe Dorniak carried rosaries made by 

the group on hospital visits.  The group’s long-term plan 

is to send the rosaries to the mission field in the archdio-

cese and also overseas.      

     Rosaries will were displayed at the festival on  

September 12 and made available to parishioners for a 

small donation.  The event provided publicity for the 

rosary makers and raised funds for supplies and postage. 

The primary goal of the Holy Cross rosary makers is to  

encourage people to pray the rosary. 

     Of the rosary, Archbishop Fulton Sheen once said: 

“The rosary is the book of the blind, where souls see and 

there enact the greatest drama of love the world has ever 

known; it is the book of the simple, which initiates them 

into mysteries and knowledge more satisfying than the 

education of other men; it is the book of the aged, whose 

eyes close upon the shadow of this world, and open on 

the substance of the next. The power of the rosary is  

beyond description."  

     If you are interested in making rosaries, acquiring 

rosaries to use in pastoral activities, or supporting rosary 

makers with a financial donation, please contact Noemi 

Joseph at 404-553-4168. 

 

 

Rosary Makers Encourage  

Others To Pray the Rosary 

Rosary makers, left to right, front row: Noemi Joseph, Eva  

Zuniga; back row: Jay McLendon, Marlene Bracken and JoAnn  

Daniels.  Photo by Dorothy Mears.  
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Reaching Out staff:  Doris Bucher, Pam Dorsett, Paul Dulion, Kelly George, Jay McLendon and Moreen Rebeira- 
Leisen. The staff welcomes your comments and contributions.  To contact the editor, e-mail pgdorsett@aol.com.  

 
 

 

Writers Wanted 
 

 If you like to talk to people and write  
 stories, the staff of Reaching Out  
 would like for you to work with us. 
 
 Reaching Out is published every  
 other month. 
 
 If you’re interested in writing, or if  
 you’d just like more information,  
 please contact Pam Dorsett at  
 pgdorsett@aol.com. 

 


