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By PAUL DULION 

 

     Christ Renews His Parish retreats are held, ideally, 

twice a year for the women and for the men. The wom-

en's CRHP has been very successful. The men, on the 

other hand, have been a little sluggish. 

     July 25-26 the women will present CRHP #7.  From 

the start of the program at Holy Cross in 2012, the wom-

en's CRHP has had around 20 people in each retreat, 

with a total of 116 participants.  The majority of these 

ladies are active in the program in some way.   

     August 8-9 the men will stage men's CRHP #6.  The 

men’s attendance at each retreat has been between seven 

and 14 for a total of 44 attendees and 15-20 active in the 

program.  This men's CRHP #6 is dedicated to Herb 

Broughton, a member of CRHP #5, who passed away 

shortly after the retreat.         

     After a CRHP retreat the receiving team discerns their 

role in preparing to be the next presenting team.  This 

process is spread over about 26 weeks and involves 

about 18 meetings. Once the presenting team holds the 

retreat weekend and helps the newest CHRP team starts 

 

Continued on Page 8. 

CRHP Team Asks Men to 

Participate in Summer Retreat 

The CRHP team prepares to present the August 2015 retreat for men. Center foreground clockwise: Tom Carney, 

Craig Vader, Dan Holmes, Eugene Vigil, Jim Baugher, Hanno Leisen, Don Boylen, Riley Lawhorn, Walt Bedard 

and Dean Gardner. Not pictured: Crew Heimer.  Photo by Paul Dulion.  
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Amigos for Christ Mission Trip 

Life-Changing Experience 
By EDITH LEISEN & MOREEN  

REBEIRA-LEISEN 

 

     The days of June 15-20 changed our lives. We have 

never been so physically challenged and mentally aware. 

We left our average lives in the States to go to a com-

pletely new country, which was very scary at first. We 

had no idea what to expect other than being sweaty,  

bitten by insects and overwhelmed. Of course we got a 

little of each, but the new things we learned and the  

power of our experiences have changed our lives and our 

views in a way that nothing else could have done. This 

was our Amigos for Christ mission trip to Nicaragua. A 

group of about 100 of us from Holy Cross, St. Gabriel’s, 

St. Joseph’s, DeSmet Jesuit High School in St. Louis and 

Grace Baptist Church met—for some the first time—in 

Nicaragua.  

     We gathered in front of Managua airport on the even-

ing of June 13 waiting for our transportation. The humid-

ity, the amount of Spanish spoken and smells, which 

were very different from what we were used to, over-

whelmed us. The ride to our end destination, the Amigos 

for Christ quarters, was a long, exhausting and bumpy 

two-hour ride on a school bus with no air conditioning. 

As we arrived, the Amigos for Christ missionaries 

warmly greeted us. They quickly explained how our 

nightly routine would work and provided a description of 

the property including the girls’ dorm, a boys’ dorm, 

some family dorms, a large straw hut (rancho) and the 

eating area. 

     We woke up the next morning to a rooster crowing. 

Our special treat was Mass every morning at 7:00 cele-

brated by Rev. Richard Tibbetts. We gathered in the  

roncho for service and the feeling of togetherness that  

we shared at Mass. After Mass we had breakfast in the 

commodore, which usually consisted of a buffet of rice 

and beans, fresh exotic fruits and cereal. On Thursday, 

we had a special Mass by Rev. Tibbetts in Spanish and 

English out in the village on a farm together with the 

Nicaraguans. We did not understand Spanish, but we got 

a handy sheet with English translations.  

     We started off the week with a hike up the volcano, 

the Cerro Negro. There are two ways to climb the volca-

no, the steep way, which is almost a vertical climb, and 

the longer scenic way. While the more adventurous took 

the steep way, the rest of us took the scenic route. The 

hike to the top was breathtaking. As we reached the top, 

the clouds enveloped us, and it felt cold; we felt a sense 

of wonder. The hike to the bottom was scary. The 

ground felt like quick sand and most of us kept ourselves 

from sliding down by going down our heels. Unfortu-

nately, that way got a lot of rocks and sand into our  
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Chuck Coltrane and other parishioners helped Nica-

raguans lay 5000 linear feet of water pipes so they 

can have clean water. Photo by Johannes Leisen. 

  

Allison Beale 

met children at 

the local school 

when she went 

there with a 

group of  

missioners. 
Photo by Sam 

Beale. 
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shoes. The Nicaraguans, who also came to the top, had   

homemade skate boards that they were planning to use 

once the clouds cleared. 

     The rest of the week, except for Wednesday, was the 

same routine. We ate breakfast and got on a school bus 

to a small village in San Pablo. There each of us either 

got a picket or a shovel and started digging trenches.  

     Nicaragua has the highest number of kidney diseas-

es in any Latin American country due to unsanitary 

water. Our goal was to help the Nicaraguans by build-

ing a water system together with them. This was done by 

digging trenches, laying water pipes and refilling the 

trenches and then tamping them. We laid 5000 linear feet 

of water pipes the four days we worked. While there is 

still a long way to a finished water system, which might 

take a few more months, we were still so happy that 

eventually, every household will be able to obtain clean, 

fresh water. We got really dirty and sweaty, but it was 

well worth it to help the Nicaraguans achieve their 

dream. 

     Wednesday was a special day. We got to sleep in and 

then we were divided into two groups. One group went 

to a nursing home and the other group went to the local 

school. The 

group that went 

to the school 

spent time with 

the students 

there. We got 

to help them 

make Father’s 

Day cards and 

envelopes. Af-

ter that, we 

played with the 

kids in the 

courtyard, giv-

ing them piggy 

back rides and 

playing catch. 

Everyone was so welcoming.  Language wasn’t a barrier. 

     Everyone had a reason for coming to Nicaragua for a 

mission. Delaney Burke, a 15-year-old from Holy Cross, 

heard about others’ experiences of previous missions. 

      “I decided to come to experience the amazing experi-

ence everyone says they have. The best part of my trip 

was getting to be with the Nicaraguans and getting to 

work side by side with them and talking to them, which 

was such a blessing.” 

     For Johannes Leisen, other experiences stood out.  

“The pleasant surprises were the bread man who came to 

us with warm sweet bread while we were working and 

the ‘can-do’ attitude, which is a powerful weapon against 

poverty.” 

     For Sam Beale, seeing the effects of the experience 

on family was special. 

     “The best part of the trip was to see the widening 

awareness of another one of my grandchildren that not 

everyone has a life like hers, and seeing the way she took 

it. The other best part was seeing my newest grand-

daughter, who was just adopted from an orphanage in 

Mexico, be able to return for a short time to a Spanish 

speaking environment and the way she just lit up and 

thrived.” 

     The next Amigos for Christ trip is June 25-July 2, 

2016. Please contact Sam Beale at 770-330-7922 or  

Deacon Dick Suever at 404-259-9180 if you are  

interested. 

 

 

Missioners Experience Life in 

Nicaragua; Get to Know People 

Missioners and Nicaraguans played together after a day 

of work. Photo by Johannes Leisen. 

Clara Farnsworth visited the local 

school and spent time with the  

students. Photo by Johannes Leisen. 
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By KELLY GEORGE 

 

     The classrooms of Holy Cross were transformed into 

countries from across the world the week of June 15. 

That’s because it was the annual summer Kaleidoscope 

camp, a week of fun religious education and growing for 

young students.  

     The camp has been around for decades. Each age 

group represents a different country. The teachers make 

sure to give children an authentic experience of each 

country, through crafts, visits from guest speakers, 

games, music and food. All of these activities are  

accompanied with historical, religious and spiritual  

lessons. For example, the 5-year-olds in the Ireland 

group learned about Noah and the Ark, why God gives 

us rainbows and an Irish blessing. In the France group, 

the children not only learned about St. Therese and her 

faith, but also how to say “bonjour” and make crepes. 

     The children in the Mexico group did activities with 

the Franciscans covering pots with paper to look like 

stars, making seven points to represent the seven deadly 

sins.  The lesson was taught using a star piñata. The star 

piñata went up and down in the sky as the rope was 

pulled and loosened, tempting the person trying to reach 

it. Since temptation can blind us, the person hitting the 

piñata is blindfolded. Children learned, not only must 

you be strong to beat sin, you need the guidance of 

friends and family to be successful. The children were 

eager to learn and participate each 

and every day. This is what makes it 

so rewarding for the coordinators.  

     “I enjoy seeing the kids so excit-

ed and watching all their participa-

tion,” said Barb Garvin, director of 

religious education. Garvin said the 

exciting week wouldn’t have been 

possible without the direction and 

coordination from Pam Beason, and 

the help from 30 adult and 73 teen 

volunteers, who all assisted with the 

five-day camp.  

     Garvin said that this year they 

had a seventh grade service teen 

track with 27 students. Since there 

weren’t enough roles for all the 

teens, they created a special group 

that did service and worked with 

Brother Emmanuel. In addition to the numerous volun-

teers and parishioners helping, the parents also did their 

part by bringing in grocery bags full of snacks, fruit,  

water and juice on a daily basis to help keep the  

volunteers going throughout the day. 

     While many church vacation bible schools simply 

refer to their camp as “VBS”, Holy Cross has always 

been known as Kaleidoscope. The reason for this name 

is that a kaleidoscope has color, light and shapes. If  

children look through a kaleidoscope, they see great 

beauty. The camp offers the same vision to children, 

showing them Jesus' beautiful gifts of color, light and 

shape in our life. Kaleidoscope is also an invitation to 

enter into a time of wonder and delight.  

     The camp is a week long, but it doesn't end on Friday. 

The campers have an opportunity to extend this experi-

ence to the parents and other community members on 

Sunday during the 9 a.m. Mass. This Mass coincides 

with Father’s Day, making it extra special and reward-

ing. The children participate in Mass, dressed in colorful 

t-shirts, which they made during camp. Each t-shirt rep-

resents their group’s country. The campers sing special 

songs at Mass, which they practiced daily during camp. 

A children’s choir is also organized and those campers 

stay after camp each day to practice. Educators say the 

children experience the church alive in their midst. The  

 

Continued on Page 8. 

Learning’s So Much Fun 

Children who participated in Kaleidoscope sang, “GoYe Out” at Sunday 

Mass, which concluded their camp experience.  Photo by Kelly George.  
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By JAY MCLENDON 

 

     The fifth annual Taste of Life benefit for Living 

Room, which is sponsored by the Holy Cross HIV and 

AIDS ministry, was held at Holy Cross on June 6 from 

8 to 10 p.m. The event featured heavy hors d’oeuvres 

and adult beverages, which were donated by various 

restaurants and vendors.   There was also a silent auc-

tion of donated items and services.  Living Room is a 

nonprofit agency that helps people who are HIV-

positive acquire and maintain safe, affordable housing.   

     My wife and I attended the event for this first time 

this year. Instead of our usual parish hall, we found  

ourselves in a very nice “night club” setting.  There  

was a wide variety of food, which was very good.  

We observed several guests who were having second 

and third servings!   When we entered, each guest was 

given a wine glass with a number tied onto the stem 

with a colorful bow; that was your glass for the even-

ing. In addition to wine, beer and spirits to taste, sodas 

and water were also available.   

 
Continued on Page 7. 

 
 

The fifth annual Taste of Life event to benefit Living 

Room featured an international wine selection presented 

by Catamarca Imports and enjoyed by guests. Photo by 

Kamden Jennings. 

Taste of Life Features 
Food, Fun, Libations 
for Worthy Cause 

Troop Support  

Ministry Reaches 

Major Milestone  
By PAUL DULION 

 

     The Holy Cross Troop Support Ministry packed the 

2500th box for our deployed troops in the Middle East 

on Wednesday, July 8.   

     The Troop Support Ministry began sending boxes 

packed with items not readily available when in a war 

zone in October 2008.  For the first shipment, dona-

tions allowed 35 boxes to be sent.  The list of recipi-

ents included only nine service members.  Bob Spidel 

said that multiple packages would pose no problem 

since the contents were always shared with buddies.  

The second month saw an increase in donations and 

names.  That November there were 60 individual sol-

diers and marines who received boxes from home.  

     Shipments are made from January to November.  

The ministry has averaged a bit over 33 boxes a month 

since 2008.  Because of the draw-down in Iraq the list 

of names has diminished. Bob Spidel said that as long 

as we have names of deployed service personnel we 

will send boxes.  

     This year, in addition to shipping CARE packages, 

the ministry made donations to the Wounded Warrior 

Project, Georgia Women's Veterans, the Fisher House 

Foundation, Army Emergency Relief, the Georgia 

USO and Navy-Marine Corps Relief.        

     The ministry wishes to thank all of the people who 

have contributed to the cause: members of the parish 

who have given donations, staff who have been very 

supportive, and the priests who have given a special 

boost by speaking about the ministry from the altar.  

Many individuals have contributed their time over the 

years to prepare the boxes for shipment, including but 

not limited to: Tom and Yvonne Talley, Jim Towhey, 

Don Baldwin, Patricia Krull, Bob Spidel, Bob  

Seifring, Eleanor Camarata, Bill and Kay McHugh, 

Robert Desantis, Lou Hightower, Dale and Lynn 

Manguno, Joanne Walton, Jane and Tom Melvin,  

Terry Masty and all of the Women's Club members, 

who knit hats and scarves for the boxes sent to cold 

weather zones.  
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By DORIS BUCHER 

 

     When someone writes a biography of a person they greatly 

admire, it’s as if they said, “Don’t die!” Ian Ker brings G. K 

Chesterton (1874-1936) – that man with the huge mind, the 

huge heart and the merriest sense of humor in England – back to 

life.  The whole book is a rare treat. 

     Chesterton was the author of at least six great books includ-

ing “Orthodoxy,” “The Everlasting Man,” biographies of St. 

Francis of Assisi and Thomas Aquinas and critical appreciations 

of Charles Dickens and Chaucer.  He was a passionately enthu-

siastic convert to Catholicism whose apologetic works earned 

him the title of “Defender of the Faith” conferred on him by 

Pope Pius XI.  He was an outstanding journalist and speaker 

who delved into arguments with leading thinkers, including 

George Bernard Shaw no less who, although he often disagreed 

with him, described Chesterton as “a colossal genius.”  He was 

also a lover of detective stories and the creator of the Father 

Brown series about a modest priest who solves mysteries aston-

ishing people with his deep insights into human nature and the 

nature of evil – insights learned in the confessional. 

     Chesterton believed strongly in the value of comedy.  For instance, he would say, “It is the test of a good reli-

gion whether you can joke about it.”  He never minded making himself the subject of laughter and joked about his 

size.  According to his secretary, Dorothy Collins, he was 6’4” tall.  And as he quoted an Irish woman about her-

self, there was “no sideways” to him.  He had great difficulty wedging himself into a pre-Vatican II confessional 

box and there was speculation that when he’d leave it, he might take it with him.   

     Chesterton makes for good storytelling, because he had the fierce concentration that results in seemingly contra-

dictory absent mindedness.  For instance, he once started his day by wearing two ties.  When it was pointed out, he 

joked that people were always telling him he didn’t pay enough attention to dress and obviously he paid too much. 

     His wit and his faith and his special gift with words brought out such gems as, “Christianity has not been tried 

and found wanting.  It has been found difficult; and left untried.”  

     Ker writes, “It seemed to Chesterton that Catholic theology alone had ‘not only thought, but thought of every-

thing.’” And Ker values the wisdom in such Chesterton assertions as that it is a horrible habit, “helping human be-

ings only through pitying them and never through respecting them.”  It implies “the loss of all that mystical sense 

that to wrong the image of God is to insult the ambassador of a King.” 

     One of my favorite passages is the one in which Chesterton insists that a woman’s death was beautiful.  The 

reason it did not seem beautiful was that “we do not see it now.  What we see is her absence: but her Death is not 

her absence, but her Presence somewhere else.” 

     This book will soon be available in the Holy Cross Library.   

 

 

Book Review 
 

“G. K. Chesterton:  A Biography”  

by Ian Ker 
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     My wife, Dorothy Mears, said she thought this was a 

very well planned event and for a very good cause.  She 

went on to say this was a great night for Holy Cross to 

have fun and raise money and provided an opportunity 

for the volunteers to be a working part of the church. 

     The wine was presented by Catamarca Imports, and 

individuals donated spirits and beer. The selection of 

wines from Spain, New Zealand, France, South Africa 

and Chile provided a wonderful opportunity for guests to 

sample a variety of wines. 

     The food was provided by several restaurants: Nico-

la's Lebanese Restaurant, Steel Restaurant and Lounge, 

Galaxy Diner, Nothing Bundt Cakes, Bridge Catering, 

Ocean Catering, Northlake Thai, No Mas! Cantina, Thai 

5 and Java Jive.  The hors d’oeuvres were complimented 

by a lovely table of desserts, which I personally sampled 

as research for this article. 

     Of course none of this would be possible without the 

many volunteers who gave their time and energy to per-

form the many tasks that are required to make the event  

a success. Dorothy and I worked for a few hours on the 

morning of the event to assist with the manual drying of 

dishes and glasses. We and several others cut and tied 

the ribbons to decorate the wine glasses. As the old say-

ing goes “many hands make light work.” There was a 

sense of community among the workers that morning 

knowing our efforts went toward raising funds for a 

worthwhile cause. 

     Taste of Life was orchestrated by Pam Dorsett and 

her committee from Holy Cross.  Dorsett was recognized 

during the event for the hard work that she and her  

committee put into making this such a successful event. 

     The HIV and AIDS ministry’s leader, Mell  

Scarbrough, said, “Many of the volunteers for the event 

are in this ministry. This is a major fundraiser for Living 

Room.  We volunteer for the event because, even though 

it is a lot of work, it is a lot of fun.”   

     The Living Room began in 1995 with the work of 

Sister Mary Jane Lubinski, O.P. and became an inde-

pendent organization in 1999.  The mission, as stated on 

the Living Room Web site, is “To ensure people living 

with HIV/AIDS in Georgia obtain and maintain long-

term, stable housing.”   

     Chuck Bowen, executive director of Living Room, 

said that the organization assists 1500 clients plus  

children annually with housing.  He said that Taste of 

Life is a very successful and unique event because it is 

all volunteers.  He felt that a great deal of credit for that 

success goes to Dorsett and her committee, who work so 

hard on the event. 

     Trevor Cochlin, director of marketing for Living 

Room, said the Holy Cross HIV/AIDS Ministry was one 

of the larger contributors to Living Room, and the num-

ber of volunteers at Taste of Life was very impressive.  

He also mentioned that the Emerald Ball was coming up 

on September 9. Formerly known as the Sapphire Ball, 

the event is one of Living Room’s major fundraising 

events. Information on the ball, which will be held at 

Zoo Atlanta this year, is on their Web site.   

     Living Room and the HIV and AIDS ministry thank 

the many people who supported Taste of Life with their 

attendance, donations and service. If you would like to 

learn more about Living Room or to make a donation, 

visit the Web site, livingroomatl.org.  For information 

about the parish’s HIV and AIDS ministry, contact Mell 

Scarbrough at 770-633-1498. 

HIV/AIDS Ministry Sponsors Benefit 

Taste of Life is possible because of the work of 

many committed volunteers.  Photo by Kamden  

Jennings. 

 Volunteers 

(clockwise from 

left) Patricia Vin-

cent, Mary Lynne 

Scarbrough and 

Kathy Slawson 

make final  

adjustments to 

the buffet.  Photo 

by Kamden  

Jennings. 
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Reaching Out staff:  Doris Bucher, Pam Dorsett, Paul Dulion, Kelly George, Jay McLendon and Moreen Rebeira- 
Leisen. The staff welcomes your comments and contributions.  To contact the editor, e-mail pgdorsett@aol.com.  
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preparation to continue the process, they are free to  

expand their discipleship in Christ’s mission through 

other ministries in the parish.         

     What does the Holy Cross CRHP program need? 

Above all we need people to sign up. If history repeats 

itself, the women will have a full room.  The men need 

more attendees than they’ve had for past retreats.  The 

largest men's retreat was 14 people, but we lost six be-

fore we formed the next team.  We need at least 12-15 

who are willing to follow through.   

     Both of the retreats will ask for donations of food.  

Watch the bulletin or check the Holy Cross Web site for 

information.  

     Both the men’s and the women’s groups will have the 

Eucharist exposed for adoration during the retreat and 

will need volunteer guardians at times.   Look for a sign-

up sheet if you can help with adoration. 

     The men's group will need help with setting up the 

rooms on Friday, August 7, and on Sunday afternoon 

about 4:00 p.m. with cleaning up and straightening up 

the rooms used in the retreat. For information about 

helping to set up, call Paul Dulion at 678-283-5146.   

camp is a time to pray and play together. When the 

children create, cook, sing, they have a lasting 

memory of a lively church.  

     “This week is very hands on with the kids. That is 

how we learn,” said Garvin. “At the end of the camp, 

kids not only come home with wonderful arts and 

crafts, but they also leave with a true understanding of 

God’s love for them.” 

     If you are interested in having your children partic-

ipate in Kaleidoscope next year, or if you or your teen 

would like to volunteer, contact Barb Garvin or Pam 

Beason at holycrosskaleidoscope@gmail.com. CRHP Retreats 

______________ 
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Campers and volunteers process 

into church on Father’s Day with 

banners representing the countries 

they studied.  Photo by Kelly George. 

Kaleidoscope 
 

For Safe Travel 
 

God's angels guard and keep you 
All the way that you must travel 
Till earth's days are past 
When blossoms fade and 
Time is fleeting fast 
In times of purest joy 
Or pain and fear 
God's angels guard 
And keep you safe. 


